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I first met Tom almost 50 years ago while we were both students at the University of Houston, and I quickly
discovered that we both shared a tremendous love and respect for the great game of golf. He was playing on the
Houston golf team at the time. From early on it was easy to see his dedication, talent, and determination to become a
PGA TOUR player. After a successful college career, he realized his dream of becoming a tour player, getting a spot at
qualifying school in 1972. This was the beginning of a professional playing career that has lasted some 45 years, and
is still going on to this day. We remained friends over his PGA tour playing years, maybe seeing each other when the
tour happened to be near my house, and exchanging Christmas cards. Then in 1997 he asked me to caddie for him
to start his Champions Tour career. We were together as caddie and friend for 13 years, 7 tour victories, and earnings
of over 13.5 million dollars. It was a great run, and accomplishment, and puts Tom in 11th position on the all time
money winnings list, won on the Champions Tour.                                                        

Tom's play on the tour is a matter of record, and his accomplishments are many. He was a winner wherever he
played. His Houston Cougar golf team won the NCAA CHAMPIONSHIP, he won a tournament on the PGA TOUR, and
won 7 tournaments on the CHAMPIONS TOUR. This record is outstanding and certainly qualifies him for entrance
into the Texas Golf Hall of Fame. As good as his record as a player is, I can say without question he is a better
person.  During our time together on tour, Tom always interacted in positive ways with fans, officials, and the other
players. He always gave people autographs whenever he was asked for one, and purposely sought out kids with an
autograph ball or glove. When we had a practice session around a green, Tom would often answer questions about
how to hit certain chips or pitches. Soon we would have crowd around us, with Tom holding an impromptu clinic. This
would happen all the time, and is a good example of how unselfish Tom is with his time, and his willingness to share
his knowledge and help promote the game he loves. I was always proud to be on his bag, because nearly every day
we had positive encounters with fans,and volunteers that helped to make their day at a golf tournament a great one.

Tom had many other contributions to the game in between his years on the two golf tours. He was a Club PRO for
two years in Florida. He was heavily involved with Dave Pelz and the concepts that eventually became the teachings
of the Dave Pelz Short Game Schools, one of the most successful golf schools in the country today. He made friends
with a small restaurant owner in Minneapolis, Mn and they put together a golf tournament that lasted for 10 years.
This event happened on the Tuesday prior to the 3M classic in the Twin Cities. Tom played at least 1 hole with every
foursome for 10 straight years and he helped raise over 300,000 dollars for several charities like Multiple Sclerosis,
and ALS. 
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