
Brandel Chamblee 

728 Langston Ct 
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May 8, 2018 

Texas Golf Hall of Fame  

Induction Nominating Committee 

2315 Avenue B.  

San Antonio, TX 78215 

 

Dear Texas Golf Hall of Fame : 

 

I am writing this letter to recommend that Oak Hills Country Club be elected to the Texas Registry of 

Historical Golf Courses.  Is there any higher compliment to a golf course than that it brought great 

joy to its membership and that the best players in the world held it in the highest esteem? Having 

been a member at Oak Hills Country Club from 1984-1988 I can speak firsthand about the thrill of 

playing the course over and over, never seeming to have the same shot on any given hole from one 

day to the next; always needing to shape this little shot just so or fit my body to the contours of t he 

course just right in order to make solid enough contact to hold the modest but mighty green 

complexes. Green complexes that are protected by bunkering--flashed up faces and little pots and 

the like--which are reminiscent of the golden age of architecture. It is with great pride that the 

membership talks about the Arthur Tillinghast designed golf course with holes, framed by hundred 

year old Live Oaks, that move left to right, right to left and up and down and across the beguiling 

and hilly landscape.  

 

As a touring professional from 1988-2003 I can also speak to the respect that those who play the 

game at the highest level have for Oak Hills Country Club. Respect that is represented by the quality 

of the field the course drew when it was used for The Texas Open, going back to the days when 

Arnold Palmer couldn’t be beaten on the San Antonio gem. A few decades later in the early 90s, I 

was on the Player Advisory Council for the PGA Tour and had the opportunity to look at the strength 

of field data, and was amazed to see that Oak Hills, outside of the majors, drew one of, if not the 

strongest field on the PGA Tour. This in spite of The Texas Open not being on TV a few of those 

years and having a relatively small purse. But to the player when I asked them about Oak Hills 

Country Club, the response came back as quick as Andre Agassi return of serve, “What a great 

course!"… And then they would go on and on about the need for more courses like Oak Hills. 

Courses that could simultaneously appeal to one’s aesthetic preferences and hold a player 

accountable for strategy and execution and all the while being fun to play. It is for all of these 

reasons and the many ways I have been moved while playing there over the decades that when 

asked which course in the world is my favorite, I always answer, a little Tillinghast gem on the edge 

of The Hill Country in South Texas by the name of Oak Hills Country Club.  

Sincerely, 

Brandel Chamblee 

 


